Template for Campaign Supporters planning portal comments
| object to the Arena Essex Planning Application 25/00573/OUT for the following reasons;
1. Inappropriate Green Belt Development

The proposal is inappropriate for the Green Belt, harming openness and character.
Fails to justify the scale and nature of development in this sensitive area.

2. Misuse of ‘Grey Belt’ Classification

Relies on reclassifying land as ‘grey belt’ without meeting the criteria for Previously
Developed Land.

Undermines the fundamental purposes of the Green Belt.

3. Loss of Recreational Facilities

No equivalent or improved alternative for the lost Speedway facility.
Contravenes local policy requiring replacement of recreational assets.

4. Failure to Safeguard Sports & Well-being

Does not protect existing leisure and sports facilities.
Ignores the role of Speedway in community health, inclusion, and identity.

5. Non-compliance with National Policy (NPPF 104)

No assessment showing the land is surplus to requirements.
No equivalent or better replacement provision for lost sports land.

6. Ignoring Relevant Planning Precedents

Fails to apply the Coventry Stadium Appeal Decision, which established the requirement for
replacement facilities.

7. Inadequate Justification for Loss of Motorsport Heritage

Dismisses Speedway as ‘surplus’ without exploring alternatives.
Proposed replacement is not comparable in character or function.

8. Lack of Community Benefit

No meaningful engagement or compensatory measures for the local community.
Nature trail is not a suitable substitute for a formal sports venue.



9. Misleading Community Consultation

Consultation process ignored strong public support for Speedway.
Fails transparency and inclusivity requirements.

10. Unsubstantiated Economic Benefits

Economic claims (jobs, GVA uplift) lack local guarantees or enforceable commitments.
11. Failure to Follow Local Precedent

Unlike the Aveley Football Club case, no replacement facility is provided before

redevelopment.

In accordance with the Aveley Sports and Social Club case, the proposal is inappropriate for
the Green Belt.



